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I ; V. 21. 


Prove all T bings, bold faſt that wh 
is good. 


15. 


EST Othing concerns us fo muck as the 

Salvation of our Souls, and in. or- 
der to that, the Choice of our Re- 
ligion. 

There are many Exhortations in 
the holy Scriptures to the Practice 
of this Duty, and the Man who is diligent here- 
in, will be able to give the belt Account of him- 
ſelf hereafter, as even 1n this Life he will have 
this great Satisfaction, that not by Chance, but 
| Judgment and Choice, he is a Chriſtian. 

The leading Principle of the Romiſh Religion 
is this, that the Church's Authority is the Nea. | 
ſon of our Faith, and that Men are bound to be- 
lieve what ſhe believes, without further Proof 
or Evidence; by which tyrannical Proceedure, 

ſhe uſes her wretched Children as the Philiſtines 
did Sampſon; ſhe firſt puts out their Eyes, and 
then makes her Advantage of their Blindneſs 
and Ignorance. 

Mahomet, to keep his Followers good Muſſul- 


men, cautions them not to enter into Debate 
Ty about 


9 3x (6 Y 7 : 
about Religion, nor to argue for it; but if any 770 
Bk Man offers to diſpute with them, to ſay, that Tr 
2 God ſhall diſcuſs all Controverſies in the Day of fro 
* e 
he great Principle of the Reformed Church- Wi 
es is, that it is the Duty of all Chriſtians to W 
ſearch the Scriptures, and to examine them by wm 
the cleareſt Light. WEL STONY 
Chriſtian Religion does not obtrude it ſelf up- 
on tlie Minds of Men, by the Warrant of an 
imperious Authority, but fairly appeals to our 
Underſtandings, aud caſts it ſelf upon our Rea- 
fon for its Irie, exacting of us no further Aſ- 
ent, than the ..vidence upon which it is founded 
demands. Simplicity and Truth ſeeks not Dark- 
neſs. If any Doctrine decline Tryal, it is a 
ſtrong Al gument againſt it: for Truth loſes no- 
thing by being bought tic 411 Teſt. If any Re- 


ligion be too good to be examined, it is too bad P 
to be believed. | 1 Eg | 

- Two Things indeed give our Enemies great u 
Advantage over us, namely, wilful Ignorance a] 
under many Opportunities of Knowledge, and tl 


the deſperate Debauchery of the Age wherein 1 © 
we live; the ignorant Man does not know, and | 
the debauched Perſon does not care, what Reli- ti 
gion is belt, 
Tis no difficult Task for a ſubtle Prieſt or Je- t 
fuit, or a cunning Sectary, to cavil, or even 
perſuade an ignorant Man out of his Faith; or 
to make a wicked Man to pretend any Religion 
that ſuis with his Temporal Intereſt. 
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(7) „ 
' Wherefore that you may be able to diſtinguiſſi 
Truth from Error, and know falſe Prophets 
from Chriſt's Apoſtles, Prove all things. 
That you be not like Children, carried about 
with every Wind of Doctrine, upon any fair 
Word or Promiſe of Advantage, Hold faſt that 
which is gol. 2 T oral 
Whatever Doctrine is propoſed to you as an 
Article of Faith, or as a Rule of Practice, tho 
it brings along with it the faireſt Pretences ima- 
ginable; yet, becauſe it may poſſibly prove too 
light, put it in the Ballance and try its Weight; 
becauſe it may poſſibly prove a Counterfeit, 
bring it to the Touch-{tone and try its Purity; 
and if upon ftrict Enquiry it proves adulterate, 
let it go; if it be found orthodox, ſound, ani 
good, Hold it faſt. | Ir! | : 
The Words of my Text afford us theſe two 
Propoſitions. | 127 apo 
Firſt, Tis the Duty of Chriſtians not to take 


up their Religion upon Truſt, but to examine 


and try the Doctrines they are taught, whether 
they be true or falſe, whether revealed by G 


or not. | ) {4248 


Second), Tis no leſs their Duty, after impar- 
tial and ſtrict Enquiry made, to retain and hald 


faſt that Religion, and that only, which proves 
to be good. | | 20 


The Arguments to prove the Truth of my firſt 
Propoſition are theſe. 1 2:50 hl 
Firſt, from Scripture. My Text enjoins us 
to prove all Things, what all Things doth the 
Apoſtle mean? Certainly Matters of Religion, 
Doftrinas Revelationes, &c. ſo Eſtins : whatever 


(83) 
Doctrines or Precepts are recommended as from 
God, examine, ſearch, and judge them. | 

When our Saviour appeared in the World, 
tho? he might upon his mere Authority have ex- 
ated Belief to what he taught, yet there being 
a ſtanding Revelation made to the Jews, ſtill in 
force, he as often appeals to that as to his Mira- 
cles for the Truth of what he faid, he calls on 
them to try himſelf and his Doctrine by their 
Agreeableneſs to the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, and to the Predictions therein con- 
cerning both. John 5. 39. Search the Scriptures. 
Matth. 7. 15. Beware of falſe Prophets. 

And this was but reaſonable, it being impoſſi- 
ble to receive two Revelations as from God, 
without firſt examining how agreeable they are 
to, and conſiſtent with each other. .  _ 

In like manner the Apoſtles of our Lord, tho? 
they were guided and aſſiſted by an infallible 
Spirit, and had an immediate Commiſſion from 
Chriſt to preach the Doctrine of the Goſpel, did 
not require from Men abſolute Submiſſion to 
their Doctrines and Dictates without Examina- 
tion of what they delivered, whether it were 
agreeable to that Divine Revelation which wa 
contained in the ancient Scriptures. 21 
This was St. Paul's conftant Cuſtom and Way 
of Teaching among the Jews, who had received 
the Revelation of the Old Teſtament, St. Paul 
did not dictate to them by virtue of his own In- 


fallibility, but reaſoned with them out of the Scrip- 


tures, and required their Belief no further than 
what he ſaid ſhould upon Examination appear 
conſiſtent with the Scriptures ,, Acts 17. 2 3. 
and 18. 28. Sts 


= 
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(9) 


St. Paul was ſo far from reproving the Jews 
for examining his Doctrine by the Scriptures, 
that he commended 1t, as an Argument of a 
noble and generous Mind in the Bereans, that they 
did not give full Aſſent to his Doctrine till upon 
due Search and Examination they were ſatisfied 
that what he had ſaid was agrecable to the Scri- 
ptures, Acts 17. 11, 12. 1 

What St. Paul elſewhere declares of himſelf, 
ought to be much more true of all other Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt ſince his Time, they are not Lords 
over our Faith , but Helpers of our Joy, 2 Cor. 
1. 24. 3 1 
Religion is every Man's Concernment, and if 
every Man is obliged to take care of his Soul, he 
muſt not blindly give himſelf up to. him that 
pretends to be an infallible Guide, no, nor to a 
fallible never erring Judge. Beloved (faith St. 
John) believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits 
whether they are of God, 1 John 4. 1. 

By Spirits are meant 'Teachers, who pretend 
to Divine Inſpiration when they have it not; 
but now becauſe it cannot ordinarily be diſcern- 
ed whether the Teachers are of God but by 
Trial of what they teach, we are therefore firit 
to try their Doctrines, and as we find them to 
be true or falſe, to conclude the Teacher either a 
true or falſe Prophet. = | 

And after this ſhall any Perſon or Church 
aſſume to themſelves an Authority to dictate in 
Matters of Faith, and that their Dictates ought 
to be received with abſolute Submiſſion, and 


| without Liberty to examine whether they be 


B | (on- 


bl 


(10) 
conformable to the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints? =} : 

Surely this is not the reaſonable Obedience of 
Faith, but the forced Submiſſion of Slaves to 
the. Tyranny of their Maſters. Chriſtians are 
expreſſy forbid to call any Man Father or Ma- 
ſter upon Earth, becauſe we have one Father 
and Maſter in Heaven, Matth. 23. 9, 10, 11. 

Now to make an abſolute Submiſſion of our 
Underſtandings to any upon Earth, fo as with- 
out Examination to receive their Dictates in 
Matters of Faith, is ſurely, if any thing can be 
ſo, to call ſuch a Perſon Father and Maſter, be- 
cauſe a greater Submiſſion than this we cannot 
pay to our Father which 1s 1n Heaven, even to 
God himſelf. 

Second), If the Scriptures were not expreſs 
for it, yet the Truth of this Propoſition would 
appear, from the uſe we are to make of our ra- 
tional Pacultics. | ; | | 
Reaſon is the Light of God, which he has 
ſet up in the Souls of Men, to guide them ſafe 
from Error, Falſhood, and Delulion. 

And when we fay a thing is reaſonable, we 
fay, that it hath a Conformity with thoſe Prin- 
ciplesot Reaſon the ſovereign Author of our Be- 
ing has planted in us. | 

The Apoſtle calls our Conformity to the Di- 
vine Will (which he terms, Rom. xii. 1. A pre- 
ſenting our Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy and accept- 
Able to God) à reaſonable Service; that is, ſuch a 
Worſhip (as if we underſtand our ſelves) is fit- 
ted and accommodated to our natural Faculties 
ol Reaſon and Underitanding, 


And 
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And hence it is that St. Peter, 1 Pet. 3. 15. 
bids us to be ready 79% wmnryiev, to give an An- 

ſwer, or make. an Apology, to every Man that 
asks us a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us; that is, 


he would have us be prepared to defend our 


Chriſtian Principles in a modeſt and humble way 


upon either private or pubiick Examination. 


The Power of Reaſoning upon every Subject, 


as well as Liberty of Willing, are the high Ex- 


cellencies of Human Nature, and (if ſuch Facul- 


ties were not given in vain, much leſs were they 


given to be employed on low and trivial Affairs, 
to the Excluſion of the Things that molt concern 
us, ſuch as Religion and the Salvation of our 
Souls are) we ought by no means to part with 
the free Uſe of either, but upon an Evidence as 
clear for the Reſtraint as that we carry about us 
for the Propriety to the Exerciſe of it. | 
is true we may abuſe the Uſe of our Reaſon 
as well as the Liberty of our Wills, and we may 
be damn'd for the one as well as the other ; but 
the Uſe is not therefore to be denied any Perſon. 
For to prevent ſuch Abuſe God has promiſed in 
the holy Scripture Illumination to the Under- 
ſtanding, as well as Strength to the Will, of the 


Sincere that ſeek it. 


Holy David prays that God would open his Eyes 
as well as make him to obſerve his Laws, The 
Promiſes in the Prophets concerning the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, carry in them the being taught of 
God, as well as the being made to walk in his 
Mays; and the erlightning the Mind to know is 
prayed for by St. Paul, as well as that Chrift may 
awell in our Hearts. 
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(12) 

Since then a Divine Aſſiſtance may be had for 
the fortifying our Underſtandings, as well as the 
enabling our Wills, I think it follows that our 
Underſtandings are to be employed in order to 


the finding out of Truth, as well as our Wills 


are in order to the obey ing of Truth. 
Since God has made us free Creatures, what 
reaſon can be given why we ſhould be leſs free 


in the Uſe of our Underſtandings than we are in 


the Uſe of our Wills? or why God ſhould make 
it leſs poſſible for us to fall into Errors than it is 
to commit Sins? 


Upon all theſe Accounts therefore it ſeems 
clear that God intended us a free Uſe of our Un- 


derſtandings, he left us a Freedom in our Wills. 


And this farther is evinced from the Manner 
wherewith the Sacred Writers apply to us 1n 
Screws. | -- To 

Judge not according to Appearance, but judge righ- 
teous Judgment, John 7. 24. T ſpeak as to wiſe Men: 
judge ye what I ſay, 1 Cor. 10. 15. Tea, and why 
even of your ſelves judge ye not what is right, Luke 
12. 57. are ſome of many Expreſſions that might 
be noted to this Purpoſe ; when their Authority 
only might have been inſiſted upon, oftentimes 
Explanations are offered, Proofs and Illuſtrati- 
ons are brought, to make the Matters propoſed 
more intelligible, which ſhews that God in the 
undiſputed Manifeſtation of his Will hath dealt 
with us as reaſonable Creatures, who are not to 
believe but upon Conviction, and to exerciſe our 
Reaſon in order to attain that Conviction. . 

I may now procced, Thiraly, to anſwer ſome 


Objections againſt the Truth of my Propoſition. * 


Firſe 


— 
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(13) 
Firſt, Tis objected, that if the People be not 
bound to ſubmit abſolutely to the Determinations 
of the Clergy, in vain are the Clergy entruſted 
with a, Power of Excommunication, as a Penalty 
of their Diſobedience ; in vain are they called and 
appointed to be Guides, if the People may retuſe 
to be conducted by them, or diſpute the Way 
with them; weak and inſufficient is the Inſtitu- 
tion of ſuch a Puniſhment, if Excommunication 
does not affect their eternal Salvation, upon whom 
it is inflicted. 1 25 
This Objection is full of dangerous Conſe- 
quences, ſome of which are theſme. 
Firſt, This Principle, if true, wou'd have juſtifi- 
ed the Body of the Fews in rejecting our Saviour: 
For who could blame the Jews for doing that 
which their High Prieſt, and Sanhedrim, their 
Prieſts, and Elders, had done before? "oj 
Tis true, our Saviour wrought many Mira- 
cles, but to this they · might reply, that their 
Church did not believe them to have been affect - 
ed by the Power of God. 7 85 
As often as he appeals to the Scriptures, the 
Jems, according to this Principle, might have 
pleaded, that it was not for private Men to un- 
derſtand the Scriptures, and that their Church 
did underſtand them other wiſe. 7 
For the Rulers and Phariſees were ſo far from 
believing on Chriſt, that they agreed, that he 
who confeſſed him to be the Chriſt, ſnould be put 
out of the Synagogue, John ix. 22. Did ſuch 
Pretences excuſe the Jems for their Unbelief? 
Or did their excommunicating thoſe that belies 
ved in Chriſt, diſqualify them for Salvation ? E 


( 14) + 
I would be glad to know what alters the Cafz 
under Chriſtianity. 
The J-ws ought to have read the Scriptures, to 
which our Saviour appeal'd, and to have compa. 
red Events with Prophecies, and not wholly tg 
have given themſelves up to the Conduct of their 
Prieſts. For tho? we are often told by them, in 
the Words of one of their Prophets, (Mal. ii. 7.) 
The Prieſt's Lips ſhall keep Knowledge, and the Peo. 
ple ſeek the Law at his Mouth; it is plain they miſ. 
applied theſe Words, when they grounded upon 
them a blind Obedience from the People. They 
are truly to be underſtood of a Capacity and Rea. 
dineſs in the Prieſts to teach the ſincere Word of 
God, not of an Obligation in the People to ſwal. 
low every Doctrine without Diſtinction, which 
they are told comes from God. | 
Secondly, This one Principle, if true, is a per- 
petual Bar to the Converſion of Jems and Inſidel. 
to the Chriſtian Faith; for what Method can we 
take to bring J-ws and Infidels over to Chriſtians 
ty, if we cannot convince them that we are in 
the right, and they in the wrong? And how can 
they be convinced if we allow them not the Li- 
berty of reaſoning, in order to judging ? And 
ſurely if Jews and Infidels are capable Judges of 
the whole Matter of Chriſtianity, they are not 
unfit to judge of particular Doctrines and Du- 
ties. It we allow them the Liberty of examining 
the Scripture before they embrace Chriſtianity, 
can we deny them Judgment of Diſcretion after- 
wards, upon any Point that happens to be ſtart- 
cd, relating to Chriſtianity? 
. | Thirdly, 


„ —- 

Thirdly, This Principle admitted, would have 
hindred our Reformation from the Church of 
Rome, and by Conſequence, we ſhould not have 


had any ſuch thing as the preſent Church of Exg- 


land now 1n Being, 

For if there be fach a Church Authority as 0- 
bliges Men without Examination to their Com- 
munion, and Church Governors have a Right of 
ſhutting out of Heaven all thoſe that refuſe at 
any time to ſumit to their Authority, I beg leave 
to ask, how can this Reformation it ſelf be ju- 
ſtified, which was founded upon the Right of 
Chriſtians to read the Scriptures, and to oppoſe 
ſuch Doctrines as their own private Judgments 
and Conſciences told them were contrary to the 
Scriptures : for there was then a Church, and an 
Order of Church men, veſted with all ſuch ſpiri- 
tual Authority, as any other Body of Church men 
now a-days can pretend to; and they uſed that 
Authorityin a very arbitrary ſcandalous Manner, 
againſt the King, and the whole Realm that for- 
look their Communion. 3 
By what Authority then did the Reformation 
begin? By what Right did the Church of Exg- 
land reform her ſelf? © 5 T 

If theſe Claims are juſt; if we are not to judge 
for our ſelves in Religion; if mere Church Au- 
thority be a ſufficient Obligation to determine 
Men in their religious Opinions, then our Fore- 
fathers ought not in Conſcience to have ſeparated 
from the Church of Rome, nor cou'd the reformed 
Church of England have been now in Being. 

But if Men are to judge for themſelves by the 
Laws of God in this Matter; if they have a 

Right 


(16) 
Right to uſe; and be determined by their ow 
private Judgments; (let Church Governors do 
their worſt in thundring out their {ſpiritual Cen- 
ſures) then here is a Juſtification of the Reforma- 
tion, and particularly of the Proteſtant Church of 


En land. Ne” Ss | 

Thus you ſee the Inconſiſtency and Weakneſs 
of the before: named Obſection. 

Secondly, The next Objection is this, that this 
Doctrine does in Effect deſtroy Civil Government, 
by opening a Way for Malefactors to eſcape 
Puniſhment. 

For ſuppoſe a Malefactor ſhow'd plead thus for 
himſelf, that he was fully perſwaded in his Mind 
it was the Will of God he ſhould commit Theft 
or Murder, and that therefore from a Principle 
of Conſcience he committed them; wow'd not 
this be a rare Effect of judging for one's {elf? 
How cou'd the Magiſtrate (who knows not the 
Hearts of Men) be able to contradict the Truth 
of his Perſuaſion ; and if every Man is bound to 
act according to his own Senſe and Perſuaſion of 
Moral Matters, what Right hath the Magiſtrate MW 
to puniſh ſuch Offences, in the doing whereof; ¶ tei 
the Offender thinks he is doing God Service? ¶ be 

To this Objection I anſwer, i 

Civil Government was inſtituted for the pro- Hol 
curing and preſerving of Men's Civil Intereſts; MC 
and in Conſequence, the Magiſtrate is veſted with I 
all Powers that are ſufficient for thoſe Ends. 

What affects the Civil Power, let it be in its 
firſt Origin never ſo much of an Eccleſiaſtical 
Nature, tho eſteem'd an Article or Duty of Re- 
ligion, by thoſe Who embrace and * fi, 

this 


Ck. 7 
vn (chis makes no difference) if it directly and plain - 
do My affects the Civil Power, it becomes a Matter 
n- cf a Civil Nature, and is properly cognizable, 
a- and puniſhable by it. For Inſtance, Publick 
of MW Praying and Preaching againſt a Civil Govern- 

ment, is to that Government entirely of a Civil 
fs Nature, and can be conſidered no otherwiſe of 

any one. It becomes Civil Rebellion, and is 
is properly the Concern of the Civil Power; and 
whatſoever is neceſlary to the hindring that Evil, 
is likewiſe ſo far of a Civil Nature, and the Du- 
ty and Right of the Civil Power, _ . 
In a Word, if any Man under Pretence of 
Conſcience ,or Religion, ſhall advance ſuch Do- 
drines, or do ſuch AQts as are deſtructivè to the 
Peace and Safety of the State, his Sincerity (if 


ot that can be ſuppoſed in Inſtances fo contrary to 
che known Laws of Nature,) however it may 
16 excuſe him in the Sight of God, it cannot e, | 
h WW him to the Magiſtrate, who may, and ought to 
to MW puniſh ſuch a Perfon according to the Laws of 
of the Land. 


The Magiſtrates Authority does certainly ex- 


, tend to all things neceſſary to the Peace and well 
being of his Society, and he has God's Commiſh- 
on for fo acting, as fully as any Man, or Order 
„of Men can pretend to, (under the Diſguiſe of 
; {MW Conſcience) in oppoſing the Government. But, 
h 7h:dly, It will be objected, that whatever be- 


comes of the Civil Magiſtrates Power, yet this 


ts Doctrine which here is taught, mult certain] 

il WM defeat and cancel all that Authority with which 
the Church is endowed and inveſted : for tho? 

the Civil Magiſtrate may take Care of the Peace 

X . C and 
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and Preſervation of the Common-wealth, yet it 
is however the Duty of the Church to take Cog- 
nizance of thoſe things which are committed 


merely againſt the Law of God. But how can 


, the Church call any Man tv Account for his 


Offcnces, when he may with Juſtice plead he 
thought that thing his Duty, which 1s charged 
upon him as his Fault; which Plea, if true, (and 
who but God can diſprove it) being ſufficient to 


clear him before God, it ought conſequently, to 


indemnify him from Church Cenſures. 

To this Objection I anſwer : i hat the Autho- 
rity of the Church, that is, of a Chriſtian Socie- 
ty, is twofold, viz. either that Authority where- 
with it is inveſted by God, or that which is con- 
ferred on it by the Laws of the Kingdom. 

The latter of theſe is a Civil Authority, tho' 
exerciſed by Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, becaule it. is 
derived altogether from the Civil Power ; and 
therefore the Conſideration of it muſt be referr'd 
to what is before ſaid touching the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate. But as for that Authority which is given 
to the Church of God, it is evidently this; 2 
Power to admoniſh and rebuke thoſe who give 
Scandal by their ungodly and unruly Behaviour, 
and to expel thoſe that continue incorrigible. . 

5 Life and Behaviour the Church may en- 
quire-1nto and judge of: The Principle upon 
which a Man acts they leave to God, whoſe 
Mercy they do not exclude the Offender from, 
it God ſces room for it, tho they refuſe to con- 
tinue him in the viſible Communion of the 
Church, that does not appear to believe and live 


25 becomes a Chriſtian. 


And 


Ka 


> 


— — — — C5 


b +> >: a 


_—— 


hon - a... 


+ it 


Og« 


to forſake it, 


419) : 


And nothing that I have ſaid does in theleaſt 


tend to abridge the Church in the Exerciſe of 


this Power. OO | 155 
J haſten to my Second general Head, namely, 


Tis the Duty of all Chriſtians after impartial 


and ſtrict Enquiry, to hold faſt that Religion, 
and that only, which they (after the uſe of all 


* 


poſſible Means) judge to be good. 


He that (without a thorough Conviction of his 
Error.) abandons the Profeſſion of his Religion 
(no Matter whether that Religion be true or 


falſe) doth together with that, moſt certainly 


abandon all the bleſſed Rewards, and incur all 
the dreadful Penaltiesthat true Religion promiſes, 
and denounces; becauſe, tho? his Religion per- 

haps were falſe, yet renouncing it whilſt he be- 


lieves it true, his Will doth as maliciouſly re- 


nounce the true Religion as if it really were So: 
for he thought it true, and yet renounced it, by 
which he plainly declares, that if it had been 
true he would have renounced it; So that, whe- 
ther it be true or falſe, its all one to him, his Will is 
the ſame, his Crime and Guilt the ſame; tis true 
Religion he intentionally renounces, and there- 
fore, in fo doing he doth intentionally renounce 
all his Concern and Intereſt in true Religion. 

Now tis the Command of God, 10 hold faſt that 


wich is good; to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith, 


God is ſo jealous of his Name, and ſo much 
concern'd for his Religion, that he gives us Pre- 
cept upon Precept, one Command after another, 
that we may think our ſelves more obliged, not 
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Io part with a good Religion, is likewiſe Mat. 
ter of Shame, and great Diſhonour. [Ci 
And here methinks if we are not ſo good ne 
Chriſtians as to value the Commands of God, yet 22 
we ſhould be ſo much Men as to reſpect our own p 
Reputation and Credit. | 2 

See how ſmartly St. Paul takes up the Galati. 
aus upon this very Account, Gal. 3: I. O fooliſh 
Galatians, who hath bewitched you? hat is, who 
hath deluded you from this fundamental Article 
of the Chriſtian Faith ? DU 2) 
A falſe Religion, however pompous it may ap. 
pear in its rich Dreſs, and thereby deceive the 
vain and inconſiderate Part of Mankind, yet in 
it ſelf tis worthleſs, *tis nothing but Wood, Hay, 
Stubble, as St. Paul truly calls it, 1 Cor. 3. 12. 

"Tis a dreadful Expreſſion, Heb. 10. 38. If any 
Man draw back my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him; 
that is, whoever after the Entertainment of Di- 
vine Truth hypocritically conceals or cowardly 
renounces the Profeſſion of it, ſhall forfeit all the 
Bleſſings to which it entitled him. . 
I could further prove the Truth of this Propo- 
fition by ſeveral Arguments had I Time, but 1 n 
proceed, FF | 
Mira, To make an Application of what has 2 

been ſaid. 0) a es 
Hirſt, It is our Duty, after impartial and ſtrict | 2 
Enquiry, to hold faſt that Religion which proves I 
to be good, then let us (my Brethren of the eſta» t. 
_— Church of England) hold faſt our holy Re- ; 
ligion. | 2 3 

I know no Mark or Note of a true Church 
wantiag in our Church © © & 


" $% 
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It has been tlie conſtant Doctrine of our 
Church, that the holy Scripture containeth all things 
xcc.ſſary to be believed or done in order to aur Sal. 
vation. * if i e 
That what is not read there, nor can be proved 
thereby, muſt not, by any Council, Church, or Perſon, 
be required, as a Doctrine neceſſar) to be believed, 
or a thing neceſſary to be done for Salvation. F | 
That thoſe Things which are neceſſary to Salvatis 
on, to be believed, or done, are fo plain in Scripture, 
that it is every Mans Duty to learn them thence. * 
Our Church hath indeed extracted from the 
Scriptures ſome particular Doctrines, which ſhe _ 
judged of Uſe, to propoſe in one View to her 
Children, but ſhe requires Aſſent to them on no 
other foot than this, that the Scripture teaches 
them as principal Points for Knowledge and Pra- 
ctice. Thus we are required to believe the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, becauſe it may be proved by moſt 
certain Warrants of holy Scripture. We belieye 
alſo that Chriſt hath ordained in his Church two 
Sacraments only, viz. Baptiſm and the Supper of 
the Lord, and we know that theſe two Sacra- 
ments are duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's 
Ordinance in all thoſe. Things that of Neceſſity 
are requiſite to the ſame. In a word, our Church 
teaches nothing that is falſe, nor puts us upon 
any Practice which is a Violation of any Divine 
Inſtitution, We preach up the abſolute Neceſſi- 
ty of Repentance, Faith, and ſincere perſeyering 
Obedience. We pray for our Enemies, we pre 
Men to Piety, Loyalty, Humility, Charity, and 


ha 


we 
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we earneſtly defire the Salvation of all Mankind, 
We think it not fafe to worſhip any Image, and 
we are ſure that we are right when we pray to 
God thro the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt : We 
know that God is a moſt perfect Being, and 
conſequently hears our Prayers, but on no Hy- 
potlieſis can we be certain Saints and Angels 
hear our Prayers. We receive the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper in both Kinds as given by our 
Saviour Chriſt : We pray in a Tongue we under- 
ſtand, and we perſuade Men to all manner of 
good Works, but we place our Hope in the Mer. 
cy of God, and in the Merits of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, who died for the Sins of the whole 
World. Theſe are the noble and neceſlary 
Truths, which (if we have any Senſe of God's 
Mercy, or any Dread of his Anger; if we re. 
gard rhe Honour of our Maker, and have any 
reſpect for our own Salvation) we are bound in 
Duty and Conſcience to hold faſt, 
As to particular Forms of Worſhip, with Rites 
and Ceremonies, in their own Nature indifferent, 
our Church thus expreſles herſelf in her judici- 
dus Preface to our Liturgy. 1 

_ © The particular Forms of Divine Worſhip, 
& and the Rites and Ceremonies appointed to be 
„ nſed therein, being Things in their own Na- 
s ture indifferent and alterable, and ſo acknow- 
* edged, it is but reaſonable that upon weighty 
and important Conſiderations, according to 
A the various Exigency of Times and Occaſions, 

ſuch Changes and Alterations ſhould be made 
« therein as to thoſe that are in Place of Autho- 
« rity ſhould from time to time ſeem either ne- 
* ceſlary or expedient, © Ces 
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Secondly, Is our Religion good $ then let u | 


endeavour to propagate it, and that by Reaſox' 
and Argument, not by Violence and Force. 1 
Let us but conſider what the Mind of Man is, 
let us but examine the Nature and Properties of 
the Underſtanding, and we ſhall find nothing 
there that depends on the arbitrary Determina- 
tion of the Will. 5 . 
The Underſtanding is governed only by Truth, 
which it yields to as ſoon as it perceives ſufficient 


Evidence of it, but till then all the Terrors of 


Cruelty cannot compel any Man to think that 
true which it knows to be falſe. 7 7 

External Force may move the Body, and drag 
a Man to any Place or Poſture, and extreme 
Anguiſh may extorr from him any Form of 
Words that his Tormentors would have him re- 
peat, but ſuch Compulſion has no real Influence 


upon the Judgment, he ſtill believes what he 


did before, and is only forced to deny his Senti- 
ments. — on 
Tf you are not blinded by Faction, Hatred, Am- 
bition, or Avarice, you will plainly ſee, that to 


ſpill Blood, to torture, plunder, confiſcate Eſtates, 


and to perſecute and abuſe Men, is not for the 
Honour of Religion; no, tis to diſhonour, to de- 
file, to profane it; *tis to make Men Hypocrites, 
it cannot make one true Chriſtian. 2 
Was this the Way our Lord made uſe of to 
convert Men? Did he threaten Unbelievers with 
Temporal Racks and Tortures? Did he leave 
one Command or one Example to authorize the 
bloody Inquiſition, or enforce © his Spiritual * 


* A Vindication of 4 Paſſige, bc. p. 36. 
Las 


T3 
et Laws (as ſome Men love to ſpeak) with pro2 


per Temporal Sanctions, “ tho? not ſuch enor- 


& mous Sanctions as the Inquiſition? Where has 
Chriſt Jeſus thundred Deſtruction againſt the 
Infidel World ? Where has he ordered his Ser- 


vants violently to compel Men to be his Diſci- 


les? No, Chriſt Jeſus F drew Men to the Pro- 
eſſion of his Doctrine and Laws by the gentle, 
Human, Chriſtian Methods of Perſuaſion and 


Patience, Reaſon and good Nature. The Apo- 


ſtles they beſeeched, they prayed, they intreat- 
ed, they perſuaded Men with Tears and Expo- 
ſtulations, and all the engaging Expreſſions of 
Tenderneſs and true Zeal. And they charged 
the Paſtors of the Church to walk in the ſame 
Steps, 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25+ 10 be gentle unto all Men, 
apt to teach, in Meelneſs inſtruiting thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves againſt the Truth, and not to count them 
as Enemies, but to admoniſh them as Brethren. 

Far am I from being an Advocate for Schiſm 
and Hereſy, far am I from juſtifying any unrea- 
ſonable Separation from the Church of God, bur 
pardon my being ſollicitous for the Honour of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which is defaced by eve- 
ry Act of Inhumanity. | | 
Thirdly, Is our Religion good, then let us give 
it all the Reputation we can in the World in the 
Conduct of our Lives. | 

Many are the Duties of Chriſtianity that give 
a good Report, at preſent I ſhall only recom 
mend theſe following. 

Firſt, Let us endeavour to promote Peace and 
Unity among our Fellow Chriſtians, 


T Lute 9. 54. Frbn 6, 67, Marth, 13 24. 


When 
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When the Spirit of Diſcord and Content ion 
prevail in a State or Kingdom, and like a Tor- 
rent bears down all Conſiderations or Regards 
of Truth or Charity; when the common Rules 
of Civility and good Manners are ſacrificed to 
the Reſentments of a Party, and it is thought 
criminal to diſcharge even the Offices of Huma- 
nity towards thoſe of a contrary Opinion ; when 
theſe Diviſions are kept up and fomented among 
Members of the ſame Communion, and of the 
ſame Intereſt both in Church and State, and 
there is a common Enemy ready to improve all 
Opportunities for the Ruiz of them both, if we 
may argue from the natural Tendency of ſucli 
Diviſions, and from the dreadful Effects of them 
in all paſt Ages, they foretel certain Deſtruction 
at ſome time or other to ſo unhappy a People. 
How far we are concerned in this Remark, I 
leave all that hear me to judge. | 
'Tis not many Years ſince our Apprehenſions 
of Danger from Popery had an admirable Effect, 
in uniting the Members of the eſtabli{h'd Church 
into ſo ſtrict a Bond of Peace and Unity, for their 
mutual Preſervation , that few Nations upon 
Earth could boaſt of the like Concord and Agree- 
ment. But how is this Harmony changed of 
late Years into Strife and Difcord ? How are 
thoſe ſacred Ties of Love, Friendihip and Unity 
(which were the great Support of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt) fallen a Sacrifice to the Rage and Vio- 
lence of Parties and Politicians ? 25 
But not to enquire into the Grounds of our 
Contention, fure J am it is our common Intereſt _ 
that theſe unhappy Breaches were healed, ſure 1 
. - am 
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am that we lie (all of us) under very great Obli. 
gations to promote Peace and Unity. As we are 

en we are of one Blood, and ſhould be friendly 
to each other, as becomes fo near a Relation; 
the whole Eartli is as it were but one Common. 
wealth, and there is ſo much Likeneſs in many 
Circumſtances of our Being, that to follow Peace 
is but to follow Nature, and to do Offices of Hu- 
manity to others, is but to ſne Love and Friend. 
ſhip to our ſecond ſelves. | 

As we are Chriſtians, the natural Obligation 
to Unity, Peace and Concord, are very much 
augmented. _ "7 © 

We are taught by the Chriſtian Religion, that 
all who embrace it are Subjects of the ſame 


Prince of Peace, Diſciples of the fame Goſpel of 


Peace, and Heirs of the ſame future Glory, and 
Honour, and Peace. 

Our bleſſed Saviour came to unite and cement 
all Chriſtians into one Body, to heal the Di- 
ſtempers of Mankind, and to reconcile the jar- 
ring Principles of the rational World. We can. 
not frame a Notion of a more happy Kingdom 
than ours would be were Chriſtianity to prevai, 
and the Duties of it to be put in Practice. 

Let but Chriſtianity have its Courſe and there 
wou'd be no Diſcontent, no complaining in our 
Streets; there would be no Jealouſies, or fright- 
ful Suſpicions, no Sidings or Parties, no Sediti 

ons or Rebellions, no ſcandalous Names of Di 
ſtinction, which are the Diſeaſes of the Body 
Politick, and the never failing Symptoms of 3 
gecaying State, 8 hog 
Ro And 


(27) 

And O! that we were wiſe, that we would 
underſtand all this, and know the things that 
belons to our Peace, before they be hid from our Eyes.. 
Second, In order to give Reputation to our 
holy Religion, let me intreat you ſeriouſly to 
weigh. and conſider the great Obligation of ſo- 
lemn Oaths, and the heinous Guilt of Perjury. 

An Oath is one of the moſt ſacred and ſolemn 
Appeals to God, that we can poſſibly make; 
we call God as a Witneſs to the Truth and Sin- 
cerity of what we aſſert or promiſe, and we ap- 
peal to him as a Judge, and as an Avenger. 

Now Perjury or falle Swearing is committed, 
when a Man {wears to the Truth of any Fact, 
which at the ſame time he either certainly knows 


to be falſe, or does not know to be true. Tis 


committed when we promiſe by an Oath what 
we have no Intent to perform; tis committed 
when we do not perform what we have promiſed 
by Oath, when it is lawful for us, and in our 
Power to do it. - 

And here I cou'd wiſh that all thoſe that have 
taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Abjuration,wou'd 
ſedately confider the Nature of Perjury, 

The Oaths of Allegiance and Abjuration are at- 


tended with uncommon Circumſtances; we take 


them either before Part of the Legiſlature, or 
the chief Magiſtrates of Juſtice, and in the moſt . 
aweful Manner: we expreſly diſavow all Equi- 
vocation, mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation 
whatſoever, aud we do make this Recognition, Ac 
knowledoment, Abjuration, Renounciation, and pio. 


miſe hearily, williagly, and truly, upon the Faith 


of a Chriſtian, and only deſire God to be our 
1 11; ns 
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Helper, as we ſhall keep and perform what we iſ One 
then take in his Preſence. N 
How then can any Man anſwer it to his own iſh Oat 
Conſcience, or expect to eſcape Hell and Dang - 0 
nation if he violates ſuch Oatls? Ha! 
I am very unwilling to ſay there is great Rea. the 
ſon to ſpeak againſt this Sort of Perjury, but I M. 
can't conceal my Fears that this great Sin is one MW Fa! 
of the crying and reigning Sins of the Nation. dal 
Me have ſeen with our Eyes a Rebellion; a , ou! 
Rebellion indeed, raiſed againſt a Prince who MW De 
had never made the leaſt Incroachment upon the MW G 
Liberties or Conſciences of his Subjects, carried on Oe 
in open Conjunction with inveterate Enemies of 
our holy Religion: we have ſeen it entered into, 
not only by thoſe whoſe Principles are conſiſtent 
with it, but agaigſt Principles, againſt Oaths, 
_ againſt the ſrongeſt Obligations to the contrary. 
But conſider, Perjury is one of thoſe Sins, that 
above all others, calls upon God for Judgments 
upon a People. h | 
The very Heathens loolꝰd upon the Man who 
was guilty of it as the worſt of Sinners, and as 
one particularly devoted to the Vengeance of 
Heaven, not only in his own Perſon, but in his 
Family alſo. And they had Reaſon for all this: 
tor the Man thus forfwearing himſelf, does real- 
ly defy God, and renounce all Hopes of Mercy 
from him : In other Sins the Offender may re- 
ſerve for himſelf a Place in the Divine Goodneſs; 
but in the Caſe of Perjury he precludes himſelf 
from this Benefit, becauſe he has braved Al- 
mighty God, and has in effect told him, that if 
be was Fore-kworn he wou'd deſire no Mercy. 
| ? 4 One 
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charge Popery, is their diſpenſing with ſolemn 
| Oaths and Promiſes. © | 


Handle, by diſpenſing with themſelves, to retort 
the like Accuſation! Let not, eſpecially any 
Member of the Church of England, the pureſt 


dal upon his holy Profeſſion ! No, let us all unite 


Defence of our moſt gracious Sovereign King 
GEORGE, for whom we have engaged our 
Oaths. Ep 

Let the Military Men continue to ſupport and 
to, defend him by their Bravery and Courage; the 
nt Magiſtrates by their Vigilance, and ſtrict Exe- 


's, WM cution of Laws, eſpecially of the Laws againſt 


Traytors and ſuſpected Perfons : The Common 
at W People, and all other good Proteſtants, in the 


ts Quietneſs of their Behaviour, their Prayers, and 
even the Aſſiſtance of their Hands and Purſes, 


as there is Occaſion: And above all let the 
Clergy contribute their hearty Endeavours, as 
being moſt ſtrictly bound, by all the Ties of 
Duty and Intereſt: Let them become bright 
Examples of Fidelity, and ſhew both by their 
Acting and Preaching, the juſt Senſe they en- 
tertain of thoſe Oaths they have taken of Al- 
legiance to his Maje#y, and Abjuration of the 
Pretender: The Clergy are ſure to ſuffer firſt, 
and moſt, from Popery and Arbitrary Power, 
and conſequently, they ought for their own 
Sales, (with the greateſt Zeal) to inſtru all 
under their Care, in Obzdignce to their law- 


One of the groſſeſt Corruptions with which we 


O then! let not Proteſtants give them a juſt | 


Part of the Reformation, ever caſt ſuch a Scan- 


our Hearts and Endeavours in the Support and 


. 

ful and rightful King GEORG E, under 
whom only (humanly ſpeaking) Popery can 
be kept out, and to warn them of the hei- 
nous Sin of Rebellion. 
God be thanked, we of- this Nation are 
eminently bleſſed with a faithful Guardian of 
our Laws; one who knows the juſt Extent 
of Regal Power, and never made uſe of it 
but for the Good of his People. | 

We have a King upon the Throne that 
lives in conſtant Communion with our Church, 
and has given his Royal Word and Oath, to 
protect and encourage it, and has never 0- 
mitted giving ſufficient Proofs of his Sincerity, 
when ever any Occaſion has offered. ; 

We have a King a Friend to all Mankind: 
One who has ſecured our Liberties, advanced 


the Credit and Glory of the Britiſh Nation, 


and extended his powerful Influence over all 
Europe. 

And when we ſhall late (we hope very 
late) loſe ſo great a Bleſſing, may all his 
Royal Virtues ſhine conſpicuouſly bright in 
all the Branches of his Royal Progeny, even 
to the End of Time. N 
Laſtly, Let us adorn our holy Profeſſion with 
a holy Lite. 3 
We are apt to place too much Confidence in 
External Privileges and Advantages; ſuch as in 
being Members of a pure Church, in having 
been carly dedicated to God in Baptiſm, in 
having tlie lively Oracles of God, the holy 
Scriptures, committed to us; in having all the 
Means of Grace in a more plentiful Manner 
* *] da Vvouch- 


vouchſafed to us, than they are to moſt Nations 
of the World. | | Whit 
Theſe Things we are apt to value our ſelves 
| upon, and to diſpiſe others that are not happy 
in the like Advantages: But let us not deceive 
tour ſelves, for God Þ+ is ub Reſpecter of Perſons, 
but as in every Nation, he that feareth God, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him; {0 ng 
Perſon, of what Nation or Church fo ever he 
1 = will be accepted by him upon any other 
erms. 


. Be our Privileges (which we enjoy) fever 
„bo great, yet they will be of no Advantage to 
obs, unleſs we make a right uſe of them. 


The greater Knowledge we have, the larger 
. ä the Compaſs of our Duty; the better our 
Hope is, the more ſtrongly are we bound to 
purify our ſelves; and the more Means of Grace 
1 we have, the more we are obliged to be holy 
in all manner of Converſation. BE 

Let us then above all things ſtrive to promote 
real Goodneſs in our {elves and others. 

Are we free from Paganiſm, and ſhall we 
live like Heathens? Are we delivered from 
the corrupt Doctrines of Popery, and {hall 
we retain all manner of Impiety, Prophane- 

neſs, and Debauchery in our Practice? Is our 

Church reformed, and ſhall we be in need of 


I 2 Reformation of Manners? Are we (thro? all 
| the Divine Mercy) freed from Arbitrary Go  _ 
„ 


+ Acts Xe 24. 4 
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vernment, and ſhall we have no Rule over 
our ſelves ? Da : f 
O! Be as good as you are found in your 
Faith : Adorn your Religion with Piety and 
Holineſs, and you will ſecure it. | 

Every Man cannot diſpute, but every Man 
may pray to God, and live well. 8 
The Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance will never 

be wanting to our hearty and ſincere Endea- 
vours. | | = 

Thus we ſhall defend our holy Religion, 
ſilence our Adverſaries, and make our Church 
the Glory of the Reformation, ö 


Which that it may be, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, thro Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. | 


NI 


